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SEN. Stuart Syfom^ on 
(D-Mofj, who expects to an- 
nounce his candidacy for 
the Democratic presidential 
nomination Thursda y, 
, sharp ly , t c riticized yesterday 
the Government’s failure to 
keep the people' informed 
on this country's military 
s treng th. He declared, “We 



are in danger of not carry- 
ing out tlie people’s right 
to know.” 

■ In a luncheon address be- 
fore members of the Wom- 
■■ eiUjJUat.ujia! fhtess Club, he j 
cited examples; to prove his 
point. , 

1 Rsf y.'Sr, he said, former 
Secretary of Defense Neil 
MclTlroy said the Soviet 
Union had a three-to-one 
over: the United States 
in t he i ftercontinental bal- 
listic missile field.' . 

-This’ year,' he continued, 
MeElrhyrs successor, Secre- 
tary fhomas ,S. Gsitfs, said' 
as A^eahir of relying on in- 
ioiuiumi. instead cagabii- 
i tijj'fi ia£J he, possible c- ncniy , 
Uie missile gap was reduced. 

'' “IffTfays, 'he adaed, 
tlie 3irector' of the Central 
. Inieinfihtie^gency'gaveliiJ 
t fighrSOlipwIng the opposite 
i — the gap was going let 
i - 1 yj8ep;> "" I 

i . “I tifink wc were justified* 
in asking what’s going onl 
' here,”, -Symington' declared, I 
and added that he agreesl 
with the statement of J. R.l 
Wiggins, executive editor o. 
The Washington Post and 
president of the American 
Society of Newspaper Edi- 
tors, who said: 

“The opinion of the man 
who is partially informed is 
the opinion of those who 
partially informed him.” 

IN HIS TALK entitled 
“The People’s Right to 
Know,” Symington charged 
that the Administration’s 
budgets for defense have 
been inad equate. Unless 
there is a shoo.ting war, he 
said, “they come in with a 
budget based not on what 
we need but on what ’they 
think we can afford.” 

He -declared that the 
United States should be 
spending between $2.5 and 
$3 billion a year for defense 
and the defense budget 


should take into eonsid- > 
eration those things ’that 
“are part of our oyer-all 
strength,” including educa- 
tion, health, roads, and water, 
resources. 

- 3 u%& said the “great drive 
of ’ I lie Soviets is a far 
greater danger than -k shoot - 
ing war; for they’re always • 
forking in the cold war for . 
their position.” 

Symington said the two 
great issues of the corning 
campaign will be “the im- 
portance of doing everything 
possible to attain lust and 
lasting peace” and the ques-' 
tion of “what we’re going to , 
do with the United States.” j 

The big argument today is 
who is strongest. “I we are 
not careful, it is becoming 
more and more clear we are 
going to be a second-rate 
country," he said, and 
quoted the late Gen. Hap 
Arnold who said “a second 
rate power is worth about as 
much as a second rate poker 
player.” 

“I believe we can afford to 
be a first class country, and 
as a people we’ll neverbgi 
satisfied with anyUiiiM*i^S: 
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